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MIRANT"Y
June 26, 2006

Ken Strelo

City of Pittsburg Planning Department
65 Civic Avenue

Pittsburg, CA 94565

Dear Mr. Strelo,

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the City of Pittsburg ("City") Draft Environmental
Impact Report ("DEIR") prepared for the proposed Transbay Cable Project ("the Project”).

Mirant owns three California power plants: the Potrero Power Plant ("Potrero Plant") in San Francisco,
operated by Mirant Potrero, LLC; the Pittsburg Power Plant ("Pittsburg Plant") in Pittsburg; and the
Contra Costa Power Plant ("CCPP") in Antioch. The Pittsburg Plant and the CCPP are both owned
and operated by Mirant Delta, LLC.

Together, Mirant's three power plants provide over 2,300 megawatts ("Mw") of critical power to the
California grid and are especially important to San Francisco Bay Area electric reliability. Two of
Mirant's facilities, the Potrero Plant and the Pittsburg Plant, would be directly affected by Project
activities. Mirant is committed to long-term electric reliability in California and understands the need
for the Project but has several concerns related to potential impacts of the proposed Project as well as
certain proposed project alternatives.

A. Energy Impacts

Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines requires EIRs to consider a project's potentially significant
energy impacts. The DEIR fails to address the potential impacts the Project or its proposed
alternatives may have on the availability of Mirant's facilities, which provide critical electric reliability
to the California grid. Numerous aspects of the proposed project and the proposed alternatives could
have significant impacts on the availability of Mirant's electrical generation units, thereby impacting
California's power supply. For example, the following elements of the proposed Project and certain
alternatives could adversely impact the availability of Mirant's generation units at either the Potrero or
Pittsburg Plants:

e Construction of the proposed San Francisco HWC Converter Station and AC cable
connection to the PG&E Potrero Substation could interfere with a major gas line that
runs underneath 23" Street and serves Potrero Plant Unit 3, which generates 206 Mw.
The DEIR does not analyze how interference with this gas line would impact Potrero
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